




















hammad and his family, his Companions”alto 
and whoever follows them in goodness until the 
Judgment. As to what follows: 
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Indeed, when Allah obligated jihad for His cause upon 
his male slaves and placed a tremendous reward in it not 
found in other duties, some women became jealous and 
envious. So the Mother of the Believers, Umm Salamah 
@ asked the Prophet #3, according to the hadith of 
Mujahid, “O Messenger of Allah, the men go out to battle 
and we do not go out to battle...” So Allah & 
{And do not wish for that by which Allah has made some 
of you exceed others} [An-Nisa’: 32], as reported by at- 
Tirmidhi and others. 





Still, the absence of an obligation of jihad and war upon 
the Muslim woman — except in defense against someone 
attacking her — does not overturn her role in building the 
Ummah, producing men, and sending them out to the 
fierceness of battle. 


Therefore, I write this article for my Muslim sister, the 
wife of a mujahid and the mother of lion cubs. 


Allah & said, {But among them is he who says, “Our 
Lord, give us good in this dunya and good in the Hereafter 
and protect us from the punishment of the Fire.” Those 
will have a share of what they have earned, and Allah is 
swift in account} [Al-Baqarah: 201-202]. 


According to ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib ®, {good in this dunya} 
refers to “the righteous wife” [Zad al-Masir]. 


Thawban said, “When the revelation concerning silver 
and gold came down, they said, ‘So what wealth should 
we seek to possess?’ “Umar said, ‘I will find out for you.’ 
He then rode quickly on a camel and reached him while 
I was on his heels. So he said, ‘ʻO Messenger of Allah, 
what wealth should we seek to possess?’ He said, “Let one 
of you possess a thankful heart, a tongue that remembers 
Allah, and a wife that helps him in the matter of the 
Hereafter” [Hasan: Reported by Imam Ahmad and Ibn 
Majah]. 


May my father, mother, and myself be sacrificed in 
defense of Allah’s Messenger, who was bestowed with 
comprehensive speech: “A wife that helps him in the 
matter of the Hereafter,” the Hereafter, the important 
matter, the ultimate goal, and the concern of the 
intelligent, discerning believer. How eloquent is the 
statement of the woman who said to her spouse when 
she saw him worried one day, “Why are you sad? Is it 
because of the Dunya, then Allah has finished decreeing 
it. Or is it because of the Hereafter? In which case may 
Allah increase you in worry!” 


And you, O sister in Islam, O wife of a mujahid, your 


husband is one whom the world today agreed upon 
waging war against. My sister, do you know who the 
mujahid is? A man who turned his back on the Dunya 
and went out seeking his death so that the Ummah 
may live. And I think that on the day he came forward 
to marry you, if he was not a mujahid then, he was a 
mujahid in the making. At the very least, you were aware 
of his methodology and creed, and you knew what type 
of life he sought to live. And if he was a deviant sitting 
back from jihad at the time, he has repented to Allah, 
and Allah is more joyed by the repentance of His slave 
than a man who wakes up and finds his camel next 
to him after losing it in the desert! So why do we find 
some of the mujahidin’s wives complaining about their 
lives? If she hears of an imminent battle that he will be 
in, she gets angry. If she sees him putting on war armor, 
she gets upset. If he goes out for ribat, she gets in a bad 
mood. If he returns late, she complains. O my sister, 
who deluded you and told you that the life of jihad is 
one of comfort and ease? Do you not love jihad and its 
people? Please listen. Indeed you are in jihad when you 
await the return of your husband patiently, anticipating 
Allah’s reward, and making du’a’ for him and those with 
him to attain victory and consolidation. You are in jihad 
when you uphold your loyalty to him in his absence. You 
are in jihad when you teach his children the difference 
between the truth and falsehood, between right and 
wrong. Indeed, you, my precious sister, are today the wife 
of a mujahid, and tomorrow you might be the wife of a 
shahid, or an injured fighter, or a prisoner — so how ready 
is your supply of patience and steadfastness? If you are 
discontent and complain in times of ease and comfort, 
how will you be in times of hardship and affliction?! Will 
you be patient if he returns to you being carried with his 
blood pouring, or do you want your husband only when 
he is well? 


Ibn Kathir @& said, “The scholars of tafsir and history, 
as well as others, said that Ayytb & was a wealthy man 
who possessed many different types of wealth, including 
livestock, slaves, cattle, and ample land in the region 
of al-Buthaynah in the land of Haran. And Ibn ‘Asakir 
narrated that all of it belonged to him and that he had 
sons and many relatives. Then he was bereaved of these 
things altogether and his body was afflicted with various 
illnesses and no healthy organ remained in him except 
for his heart and his tongue, with which he remembered 
Allah &, and throughout all that he was patient, 
anticipating reward from Allah and remembering Allah 
& day and night. His illness was so long, that even his 
friends and companions deserted him. He was expelled 
from his land and cast onto a garbage heap outside of it. 
The people cut ties with him and none remained having 
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mercy on him except for his wife. She would uphold 
his rights and acknowledge his history of good behavior 
towards herself as well as his compassion for her. Thus, 
she would frequent him, tend to his affairs, help him 
take care of his needs, and look out for his interests. Her 
condition became weaker and her wealth depleted until 
she served people for money in order to feed him and 
take care of his sustenance, may Allah be pleased with her 
and make her pleased. She was patient with him in what 
happened to them of loss of money, children, and what 
she specifically endured, including her being afflicted 
through her husband, the harsh financial situation, and 
having to serve the people after having enjoyed happiness, 
comfort, service, and security. And to Allah we belong 
and to Him we will return” [Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah]. 


Ibn Kathir & then said, “As-Suddi said that Ayytb’s flesh 
fell off until nothing remained except for the bones and 
nerves. His wife used to come to him with ash, spreading 
it under him. Then, when this went on for a long time, 
she said, ‘ʻO Ayyūb, if you would call upon your Lord 
He would surely relieve you.’ So he said to her, ‘Indeed 
I lived seventy years in good health. Shall I not at least 
be patient for Him for seventy years, and yet I consider 
this to be little for Him.’ She became distressed by that 
speech. She used to serve the people for money and feed 
Ayyib &. After that, the people would not employ her 
because of their knowledge that she was Ayyib’s wife, 
fearing that something of his affliction might strike them 
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or that she might infect them due to her being in his 


company. Therefore, when she could not find anybody to 
employ her, she set out to sell one of her braids to some 
of the daughters of nobles for food. Then she came to 
Ayyub with it, so he asked her, “From where did you get 
this?’ and refused it. She said, ‘I worked in the service of 
people for it.’ On the next day, she did not find anybody 
to work for so she sold her other braid for food. Then she 
came to him with it and he refused it as well, swearing 
not to eat it until she informed him from where she got 
the food. Thereupon, she removed her scarf from her 
head. When he saw her head shaven, he said in his dw’, 
{“Indeed, adversity has touched me, and You are the 
Most Merciful of the merciful”} [Al-Anbiya: 83]’” [Al- 
Bidayah wan-Nihayah]. 


Such was the wife of the Prophet of Allah, Ayyaib, may 
blessings and peace from our Lord be upon him and 
upon our Prophet and upon all the Messengers. She 
remained patient in the face of her husband’s affliction 
and endured, and she never gave up on him when his 
Lord afflicted him. My sister in religion, remember the 
statement of Allah &, {Indeed, the patient will be given 
their reward without account} [Az-Zumar: 10]. 


Will you then remain steadfast if you one day are 
informed that your husband was captured or will you 
hasten to seek separation? How sad, very sad, for our 
prisoners! How often have their close ones forsaken them 


before the distant ones in this Dunya? Nevertheless, the 
wife’s desertion is the most bitter and hardest. Imagine, 
O Muslimah, O wife of a prisoner, O you who claimed 
one day that you divorced your worldly life three times, 
imagine him staying in his narrow, dark dungeon with a 
wandering mind, and a sad smile rises on his face. Maybe 
he was thinking of you and his children at that moment 
and of when the ordeal would end and when Allah would 
join him with you? A mixture of memories and hopes 
comes, nothing breaks it except the call of the prison 
guard and his detested voice mixed with the sounds of 
the door creaking while he opens it. “So-and-so, you 
have a visitor.” So he hastens to exit with his heart racing. 
He sees you from afar so his injured heart smiles — this is 
based on the assumption that you two were not able to 
perform hijrah to the Islamic State, so he gave bay’ah from 
where he was and waged jihad in his land, and that there 
is no fear of evil in visiting him. He reaches you and gives 
you salam, and begins by asking about your situation and 
the loved ones. So you reply to him briefly, while you are 
troubled today, unlike your usual self. Your words come 
out sporadically and rightly so... You should stammer 
and be tense, rather you should wish that the ground 
beneath your feet splits open to swallow you before you 
are able to state what you've come to say! “Forgive me, 
but I want divorce, for my patience has run out.” Yes, 
just like that, and with every bit of simplicity. Then you 
depart and leave that man sitting in front of you stunned 
and confused. My Muslim sister, did you see the wall 
that separates between the two of you? Did you see those 
chains that bind him? All the torture that he has seen 
since he was imprisoned, and all the bitterness that he 
drank is nothing compared to your overbearing decision, 
and we seek refuge with Allah from the subjugation in 
prison by men! 


I recall now one of these sisters as she came to take my 
counsel about requesting divorce from her imprisoned 
husband due to her family’s pressure on her and her 
son. However, after days it reached me that she herself 
could not tolerate hardship, that she wanted divorce, 
and that her family were not involved in this issue at all. 
Some people might say this is her right if she fears for 
herself. So I tell them, yes this is her right, but between 
this right and patience are levels and meanings which 
none comprehends except for souls made of pure gold, 
that don't change in the face of adversity and difficult 
circumstances! 


In contrast with this sister, I know a prisoner's wife who is 
a school of patience, faithfulness, and steadfastness. Lofty 
as a high mountain, she raised his children and made 
of them lions and lionesses. She lives on his memory 


and waits to meet him. Ten years have passed while he 
is in prison. Yes, ten complete years, and she has neither 
changed nor wavered; I consider her such and Allah is her 
judge. When she sees us, she says, “Have you supplicated 
that Allah breaks the chains of Abii So-and-so?” How 
good she is, and her reward is with Allah. 


My Muslim sister, this is about a sister whose husband 
is a prisoner, so what if he were killed? It is narrated in 
“Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah” from Isma‘il Ibn Muhammad 
Ibn Sad Ibn Abi Waqgqas that he said, “The Messenger 
of Allah # passed by a woman from Bani Dinar whose 
husband, brother, and father were injured with the 
Messenger of Allah # in Uhud. When she was consoled 
regarding them she said, ‘How is the Messenger of Allah 
& doing?’ They said, ‘He is doing well, O Umm So-and- 
so. He is as you love to see him, praise be to Allah.’ She 
said, ‘Show him to me so that I might see him!” He said, 
“So they pointed him out to her, and when she saw him 
she said, ‘Any calamity is insignificant as long as you're 
not harmed” [Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah]. 


Here I dedicate my speech to my muhéajirah sisters, 
for how often have we heard of sisters whose husbands 
are killed, so the earth with all its vastness becomes 
constricted for them and they turn towards the lands 
of kufr, where their families and relatives are. And 
there is no ability nor strength except with Allah! I tell 
them, you are sinful if you leave the land of Islam and 
return to the land of kufr. Whoever made hijrah for 
the sake of her husband, then know that he is indeed 
departing, without doubt, if not today then tomorrow. 
And whoever made hijrah for the cause of Allah, then 
know that Allah will remain, ever-living, and He does 
not die. So remain steadfast, my sisters, may Allah make 
us steadfast, and hold onto the Islamic State with all 
your strength! 


O my sister, equip yourself with obedience and worship 
so that it may be your help and assistance at the time 
of calamities and hardships! Allah $ said about Yūnus 
x, {And had he not been of those who exalt Allah, He 
would have remained inside its belly until the day they 
are resurrected} [As-Saffat: 143-144]. 


Ibnul-Jawzi said, “The majority of the scholars are of 
the opinion that He means: If it weren’t for what he put 
forth of worship before being swallowed by the whale, he 
would have lingered in its belly until the day on which 
mankind is resurrected. Qatadah said, “The whale’s belly 
would have become his grave until the Day of Judgment. 
But he used to pray much in times of ease, so Allah $ 
saved him because of that” [Zādul-Masīr]. 
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Maymin Ibn Mihran said, “I heard ad-Dahhak Ibn Qays 
saying, ‘Remember Allah in times of ease, then He will 
remember you in times of adversity. Indeed Yunus was a 
pious slave, remembering Allah, so when he fell into the 
whale’s belly, Allah said, {And had he not been of those 
who exalt Allah, he would have remained inside its belly 
until the Day they are resurrected} [As-Saffat: 143-144], 
whereas Fir’awn was a tyrannical slave, neglectful of the 
remembrance of Allah, so when {drowning overtook 
him, he said, “I believe that there is no deity except that 
in whom the Children of Isr2il believe, and I am of the 
Muslims.” Now? And you had disobeyed Him before and 
were of the corrupters?} [Yunus: 90-91]’” [Reported by 
Ibn Abi Shaybah in his musannaf]. 


As for you, O mother of lion cubs... And what will make 
you know what the mother of lion cubs is? She is the 
teacher of generations and the producer of men. | inform 
you of the statement of the Prophet #, “Every one of 
you is a shepherd and everyone is responsible for his herd 
... And the woman is a shepherd in her house and is 
responsible for her herd.” So have you understood, my 
Muslim sister, the enormity of the responsibility that you 
carry? O sister in religion, indeed, I see the Ummah of 
ours as a body made of many parts, but the part that 
works most towards and is most effective in raising a 
Muslim generation is the part of the nurturing mother. 
And for that reason, you are in need of a lot of patience 
and goodness and what suffices of beneficial knowledge 
in order to build a generation capable of bearing a trust 
that the heavens, the earth, and the mountains have all 
declined to bear. 


You know that acquiring knowledge is an obligation upon 
every Muslim and every Muslimah, and Allah has blessed 
the Islamic State, which has not been stingy towards 
its women in providing institutions and courses on the 
entirety of the Shari'ah sciences. So shake off the dust of 
laziness and procrastination and come forth, free yourself 
from ignorance and learn the matters of your religion. 
And our state — may Allah strengthen it — does not want 
from us neither praise nor thanks, neither dirham nor 
dinar, so may Allah reward them on our behalf and on 
behalf of the Muslims with the best of rewards. 
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My Muslim sister, indeed you are a mujāhidah, and if the 
weapon of the men is the assault rifle and the explosive 
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belt, then know that the weapon of the women is good 
behavior and knowledge. Because you will enter fierce 
battles between truth and falsehood. Therefore, either it 
is them with a corrupted generation in terms of creed 
and methodology — I’m referring to the enemies of our 
religion — or it is you with a generation that sees honor in 
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the pages of the Qur'an and the muzzle of a rifle. Because 
of this let your motivation be the motivation of an 
Ummah, and so that you see in the eyes of all of your lion 
cubs a deeply knowledgeable scholar and a S 
leader. Hope for them what Hind Bint ‘Utbah ¢» hoped 
for her son Mu’awiyah #, “For Aba Sufyan iB looked 
to him while he was crawling and said to his son's 
mother, ‘Indeed this son of mine has a large head and 
he deserves to rule his people.’ So Hind said, “His people 
only? May I be bereaved of him if he does not not lead 
= Arabs altogether” [Al-Bidayah wan- ne Hind 

@ got what she had hoped for. Mu’awiyah # led the 
ma altogether with the Shariah. And, O sister, let all 
your children be like the three sons of Afra’: Mu’adh, 
Mu’awwadh, and ‘Awf .#s. 


And what a great statement was made by Asma, the 
daughter of Aba Bakr s, on the day Ibn ‘Umar entered 
upon her when her son ‘Abdullah Ibn az-Zubayr 2 was 
crucified, killed by al-Hajjaj. He said to her, “This body 
is nothing and the souls are with Allah, so fear Allah and 
be patient.” So she said, “And what prevents me from 
patience while the head of Yahya, the son of Zakariyya, 
was offered to a prostitute from the prostitutes of Bani 
Israil?” Allahu akbar! These are the women of our 
Ummah! The first Khansa women! 


My beloved sister, indeed from the blessings of Allah upon 
you is that He honored you with the life on the soil of the 
Khilafah. So take advantage of that as much as you can 
to give your children a righteous upbringing upon clear 
tawhid, a correct ‘agidah, kufr bit-taghtt and worship 
of Allah alone, teaching them the heart-softeners, the 
remembrance of Allah, the Prophet's biography, and the 
figh of jihad. And if the claimants of Islam in the lands 
of kufr raise their children on the stories of Cinderella 
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and Robin Hood, you should make use of the stories 
in “Mashari’ al-Ashwaq ilā Masari’ al-‘Ushshaq” of Ibn 
an-Nahhas & as stories for your lion cubs before they 
sleep. And here before you are the Shari'ah institutions, 
training camps, and even the kindergartens. All of 
them in our state — may Allah support it — are upon the 
methodology of prophethood, insh@allah, and to Allah 
belongs all praise. 


Furthermore, my sisterly advice to you as you are 
preparing the lion cubs of the Khilāfah is that first comes 
knowledge, then the weapon. The danger of a weapon 
without knowledge is great and very rarely does it get 
things right. My noble sister, be like the mother of Sufyan 
ath-Thawri, that imam, muhaddith, jurist, hafidh, zahid, 
and worshipper, to whom Umm Habibah — his mother 
— one day said, “O my son, seek knowledge and I will 
suffice you with my spindle.” Look at her, may Allah 
have mercy on her and gather us with her in the gardens 
of our Lord! What did she wish for her son except that 
he study the Shari’ah and gain mastery in it, while she 
covers his provisions and subsistence with what she earns 
from the spindling of wool. So Allah blessed her son until 
Abii Ishaq as-Sabri saw him approaching one day and 
said, {And We gave him judgment while he was a boy} 
[Maryam: 12]. 


To conclude, I remind myself and I remind you, O my 
precious sister, that we must purify our intentions and 
take them to account in all of our deeds. Those whose 
deeds were for the sake of Allah # have succeeded and 
won, and those whose deeds were for other than Allah 
have failed and lost. And our final call i is, “All praise 
belongs to Allah, the Lord of the creation.” May peace 
and blessings be upon our leader, Muhammad, and upon 





his family and companions altogether. 
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